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had the strongest effect on predicting criminal-
ity in people. This type of testing produced four 
waves of research: family studies, twin studies, 
adoption studies, and in recent years, studies of 
identical twins separated at birth. Each of these 
waves of research, some more than others, con-
tributed knowledge to our understanding of how 
much criminality is inherited from our parents (or 
other ancestors) versus how much is due to cul-
tural norms, such as family, community, and so 
forth. Ultimately, all have shown that the inter-
action between these two aspects—genetics and 
environment—

The Hatfield clan poses 
in April 1897 at a logging 
camp in southern West 
Virginia. This family clan is 
part of the most infamous 
feud in American folklore, 
the long-running battle 
between the Hatfields 
and McCoys. Criminality 
tends to cluster in certain 
families, as the first wave 
of nature-versus nurture-
studies showed.

family studies: 
studies that examine the 
clustering of criminality in 
a given family.


